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4 ot and Is 
Arlon 305 Pralle Praiſe to che 18 Ns 
in the Name of himle] £ and a hap and . * 
He, orithat Lind Bravidetice vit 
the Throne or Iſrael, and follow'd es nt x a A of 
| Merciesjn that MOI je remarkable Vi- 
ctory His Arms had ↄhtain d, fee $Khe immꝭ ſiate oc- 
caſion of its Compoſure. iar pine. Fay carry the 
matter farther, and ſuppoſe from ES Magnificepce of 
the Expreſſions, that it's defignd Prophetically tb "Oe: 5 
lebrate the Advancement af the Redtemer' Kingdom, 


8 


however that be, this is con der Ad an Affẽcting Cir- 
cumſtauce, That "God prevented bim with the Ble Bleſſing: of 
Goodneſs. This fix'd, his Eyes enlargd his Soul, and 
indcar d his God. 
| * And this is a Character ſo el p Writtelt dall 
dur Enjoyments, (eſpeeially thoſe of the "Higheſt 
Rank) both jn the Sphere of Nat Grace, in 
dur Perſonal nd Publick Affairs, th r reſolve 
tO _ our Eyes, if we will not tale notice.of it. 
F theroſoeelaythe Foyndarivn of my Difcourſe in 
this Propoſttion..: 

tt: - 1 That Che God 87 prevents us with bi Benny i 
[| i claims our Pegul ia Remar 

The Method ſhall be this. | 
Fu. Vli few hen thisCirruwſtance of ths mer- 
cies we enjoy may be eſteem d to ſhine in a bright light. 
i (8, cond71. ew d mene te ey! is} 

1 mark, 1] gity Gott ts N 11 Third, 
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of Which Davids way but an anmpe! rfe@: Eepblem, | Bur 1 


"AK Han Ano nu mW .wD mma. 


cu 


a _ 


„Wird. Til defire you by way of Application, to 
Fi go along with me in an admiring eview ol ſome 1llu- 
ſtrious 1nſtances of this kind; and endeavour. to direct 
you in the Religious uſe you ſhould make of them. 
Firſt. Some Account 1s to be given, when this Cir- 
cumſtance of the mercies we enjoy, may be eſteem d to 
ſhincin a bright Light. Or, in what Reſpects God is 
us d to prevent us with his mercies. 
And if ve trace the gracious Diſpenſations of Hea- 
ven, we ſhall find Divine Goodneſs frequently prevent - 
ing us in our meetneſs and preparation for them, in 
our Hopes and Expectations of them, in our Fears and 
Apprehenſions of the contrary, in our Wants and 
preſſing Neceſſities, and in our Prayers and Applica- 
tions to him for them. And each of theſe are lively 
C n ee, ooo ging 
| 1. When God communicates his Benefits, antecedent | 
do our meetneſs and preparation for chem, tis a ſenſi- 
> | ble inſtance of his preventing mercy. He NEVER our 
I merit in all his Gifts. The Language of Jacob mult 
- | always be outs, I am not worthy of the leaſt of the mercies, 
and of all the Truth which thou haſt ſhewn unto thy Servant. 
Gen. 32. 10. To oblige that Blefſed Being by any Be- 
nefit, could not be pretended to by any innocent Crea- 
ture, by the moſt perfect Angel; becauſe his eb. * 
dance and Self-ſafficiency put him infinitely out of the 
Reach of. any Prejudice or Profit from us. And there- 
fore he makes that majeſtick Challenge to all the 
World, be bas prevented me that I ſhould repay him? 
Whatſoever is under the whole Heaven is mine. 4 Job 41. 
11. * If any Man can ſay he has made me his Debtor, 
© by doing me a kindneſs, let him come forth and 
rove his Claim; he ſhall ſee, I'll not be behind; ⁵ 
nd with him. All is mine; and therefore he need - - 
not fear but I can give him a full Reward. But all | 
is mine, and therefore, what has he to oblige me 
| © with? He muſt borrow of my own to give me. And 
- | £ if I wanted any thing, 1 ry not come to him, JT. 
J a tp St | Were 
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©. were bungry, T would no rell bim: For, the Earth is fling; 
© and the fulneſs thereof,  Pſal. 50. 12. And he cannot 
| © pretend to be Maſter of any thing beyond Earth. 
And as an innocent Creature cannot pretend to 


merit by his Obligation, no Apoſtate Sinner can lay 


Claim to that which” may bear the Name in A | 


leſs proper Senſe. If we had fully livd up to the | 


end of our Being, and never offended our great Crea- 
tor, it had been incongruous to the Divine pet ſections 
not to make ſuch Creatures happy, according to the 
Capacities of their Nature; becauſe there would be 
nothing to deſerve his Anger, or obſtruQ the Commu- 
. nications of his Goodneſs. But fince the Entrance of 
Sin, we have forfeited Divine Favour, and the leaſt 


diſplay of it is the Gift of free and Sovereign Grace to 
.  Out-laws, and Condemn'd MaletaQors. 1 


* 


ſtances of mankind, yet there is an eſtabliſh'd way 
verein God uſually diſtributes his Gifts to Perſons and 
Nations, which muſt be the Rule of our expectations. 


But a gracious God does not always make this an ab-| 


ſolute Rule to himſelf. While no man has a Right to 
any thing at the hand of God by the Goſpel-Cpycuant, 
till he is recover'd to his Nance and Affection to 
his Maler; yet he is variouſly demonſtrating his good 


Will even to thoſe that retain a Hoſtile Diſpoſition. | 


He is kind to the Thnthankful and Evil: Makes} bis Sun to 
| ſhine on the Evil and the Good, and ſends Rain on the Juſt 
and Unjaſt. [Luke 16. 35. Met. 5. 45.] He ſupplies} 
their Neceſſities, and fills their Treaſures, aſſiſts them 
in Difficulties, and preſerves them in Dangers, ccnti- 
nues to them the Comforts of this Life, and the means 
of a better. We have no Rule for expecting Natio- 
nal Proſperity as long as general Corruptions abound, 
or to hope for new Deliverances and farther Succefles 


When we are not recover to a better temper, by our 


» 
_ 1 


| 77 Experiences. But if God is pleasd to ſave us fo 
his Name and mercy's fake, and to crown us * 


But tho all merit is excluded in the preſent Circum- 


C01 


* 


"Croley vim our ; Moral prese — not the beſt Aſpect 
1, if he out · runs not only our Merit, bur our Meetueſs, this m ay be Fel. 
or | Eſtcem'd an arfiazing part of preventing Goodneſs, 

' | 2. When his Mercies are very different from our Hopes and Expect 
I tions. Sometimes in Judgment he humbles the Sanguine Confidence of 
to | Bold and Secure Sinners, Doing terrible things which they look'd not far: 
1y | Ja. 64.'3. So that when they look for Peace, u Good comes; or for 4 
a ine ef Health, behold Trouble. Jer. 8. ( Bur tis as common a Pra- 
he ice with him, to exceed the hopes of his Mercy. There are innumera- 
ble Inftarices of the Courſe of Providence, of theſe reviving Surpriſals. 
4” | Remarkable Bleſſings are conferr'd in our private Capacities, or for the 
NS | Publick Welfare, at unawares to us; which we had no apprehenſion or 
he | thoughtof before-hand, and therefore were as far out of the reach ot our 
be | Froſpect as of our Power. Or, we find our Expectations vaitly out- 
1. done, that we can bear a Teſtimony, like that of dying Faceb, when 

Joſeph preſynted his Sons ro him, I had not thought (ſays he) ro ſee thy 
of Face, and þ1 God has ſhewn me alſo thy Seed. Gen. 48. 11. We thought we 
it | could reckon on no more than to ſtand our Ground, and God creates us 
to | Songs of Victory. Or we may have comfortable hope of a good Iſſue at 
Ila, bur imagine it at a conſiderable diſtance, becauſe.matters ſeem not 
yer ripe for it; we cannot perſwade our ſelves to think the joyful day is 
near at hand: But God is plcas'd to antedate the M-rcies, to help us, 
a/ | and that right early, Pſal. 46. 5. and make ſuch an alteration on # 
ad | ſudden, that it is a perfect Surprize, and can hardly be believ'd à Reali- 
1s. | ty. Or, our Eyes are intently fix d on ſome ore Source of Relief and 
b- | Succeſs ; and if that fails, we ſee no Rational Proſpect: But that Chan- 
nel is ſtop*d, and a way made to our Deliverance from an unexpected 
to Quarter. And at ſome Seaſons when our hopes are flatted into the low- 
It, eſt Defpondency, either ſrom a Sence of their own Provocations, or an 
tO | unpromifing turn of Affairs, and we are even confounded becauſe we had 
hoped. Job. 6. 20 Heaven retrieves the Cauſe, and docs more than 
| could be expected inthe moit agreeable face of things. 
When we ſaid, Our Bones are dry d, and our Hopes are loſt, we arecut 

ON of for our Parts; The Divine Power opens the Graves, and cauſes us ta 
uſt come out. Ezek. 37. 11, 12. When Providence appears in this manner valt- 4 
es ly exceeding all the Rational Schemes we could lay, we muſt break out. in ' {8 
ml that Linguage.7his is rhe Lords Doing, and it is marvellous in our Eyes, +9 

$ 3. When his Diſpenſations are quite contrary to our Fears, we have 
ll particular Reaſon to ſay, Thou prevenreſt us with the Bleſſings of Goodneſs. 
Ns The uncertain ſtato of things we are in, in this World, gives frequent, 
o- Occaſions for black Apprehenſions. A melancholy temper can eaſily torm 
d, imaginary Fears, without any juſt Occaſion: But the Clouds often ga- 
eder ſo thick in the outward Face of Affairs, that our limited Minds, 
v bich cannot ſee the end from the beginning, tho* of the mult Sangume 
f Conſtitution, can ſcerce avoid fome uneaſie perplexities. We are con- 
on cern ' at the proſpect of Poverty or Diſgraoe, of Pains of Diſcaſes. Or, 
his A 3 | . vie) 


- A'L 


© when; we eonfider the Inſirmity of Grace, the Deceitfulneſs of out Hearts, | +. 
| the Snares of the World, the activity of the Powers of Darkneſs, and. | the: 
the formidable 'Inſtances of Apoſtates, we may indulge diſquieting | whic 
Thoughts that we ſhall periſh ove Day by the Hands of theſe Enemies. 4 
And if we ate touch'd (as we ought to be) with any tender Senſe of the. | the 
Pobl:ck Welfare, the Zeal, the Power, the Succeſs of Adverſaries will 
deeply affect us. The Hearts of ſome may unreaſonably and culpably fail 
them for fear, and for looking after theſe things which (they think) are 
coming upon them. Luke 21. 26. And thoſe of the moſt calm and fixed 
Thoughts, mult, upon any Occaſions, ſee greater Reaſon for fear than 
- hope from external Cauſes. But how many ways is the Care of Provi- 
-  , denceexperienc'd in preventing our Fears ? Agreeable ro Did Teſti- whi 
mony, I ſoug ht the Lord and he heard me, and he deliver'd me from all | cipre 
my Fears. Plal. 34. 4 Sometimes he makes a Cure in our own Breaſts, | by 
calms our immoderate Paſſions, compoſes our diſtracted thoughts, by | ther 
confirming our Truſt in his All-ſufficiency and Promiſes. The dimerous | 
and cowardly are made bold as a Lion, and all the troubled Sea within is. ploy 
made ſmooth ; fo that they can go away, and have their Countenance no | vies 
| more ſad, they ceaſe to be anxiouſly afraid of evil Tidings, beeauſetheir | 
Heart is fixed, truſting in the Lord. Plal, 112. y. Thie is preventing 
our Fears in their greateſt Uneaſineſs and Evil. But, befide this way, we 
often find the Trials we apprehended, leſs terrible in the feeling; than in 
proſpect: We are ſurpriz'd with the Lightneſs of a Burthen, which once 
we thought intollerable. Sometimes Providence wards off the Rlown | 1 
that was reckon'd unavoidable: The Clouds aye blown” over, and | «. 
the Sky ſerene on a ſudden, by ſome unexpetted turn. We eſcape 
4 Birds out of the Snare of the Fowleys : The Snare is broken, 
and we eſcape. Plal, 124. 7. Or, (which is the moſt ſurpriſing) thoſe very 
; Circumſtances which occaſion'd or heighten'd, our Fears are over-rul'd- 
to our Welfare, and haſten our Deliverance ; Like the Events that at- 
tended Facob, which the good old Manwoucluded to be all againſt him, 
- while in the Scheme of Providence they were carrying on the Accompliſh- 
ment of his Wiſhes. | _- .. A N 
When we meet with ſuch grateful Diſappointments, who can forbear 
_ Celebraring. preventing Mercy? If we fee a Cloud that was expected to 
| break in Thunder, pals away without Noiſe; if when Fear was on every 
| ide, a plentiful Source of Hope ſprings up on a ſudden, Imminent dan- 
| gers are prevented when near Execution ; if Egemies that had-atormida- 
| ble Strength, are ſtrangely infatuated: But eſpecially if the Steps that 
s |  Jeem'd to enereaſe our Danger and their Advantage, are all made to meet 
in our Intereſt: If their Pride and Confidence betray them to the indiſcreet- 
eit Meaſures, and their eager Violence return upon their own Heads: I 
the ted10us delays we all complain'd of in ſome quarters, ſhall only make 
our Adverſaries ſecure and by ſpringing another Game, to leave the way 
open for our treer Progreis on that fide; (If 1 lay) we ſee our Fears 
nas revers'd, if what we and our Enemies too thought portended Evil fing 
. 5gaini> us, we find God meant for our good; with what Adminiftration'of | for 
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| tity of K:936s in ſümmer, 26 anſwer our Neceſſities in Winter; The Ad- 


Ii we, come to the Caſes of particular Men, he that feeds rhe Raveny þ 
when, they cry, leaves very fey e of Life, in if 
the way of honeſt laduſtry. ;.and for the generality, removes them macht | 
father trom the Confines of Want, by furniſbing them with many of | 
the Conpraiegorl and Miapealpitges . . | 
. Bat ſomet imes we find Provi enre preventing our Neceſſities by vety· |þ 


which. carry. ſuch; Signatutes of kis Care over ue 2 
„ Wben Providence. preyents' our, Waiis, and preſſing Neceſſities" by: 
the cimely Diſtziburion,of of His Benefits, "is a ey affecting Inltakii of 
his preventing, Goodnals, Wethave Examples of this Hine in iis geteral”® © 


the issam aod Kindaef of God, ſhould ve obſcrye theſe his Work $ 
SUSIE TE IK 


Providenco, greycnti: * Wants of his Creatures by tlie (ited C Gde. 
of Nature. The Lerch Half, out of fer Teal nes e e J 
thor of Nature cromning the gear with bis Goodneſi, and bis Pt Auf. 
poog Tewals: ee 64+. 14; One part of the Earth fer prodlices rite”. 
which is ſerviceable to other 28 well as its own Inhabicangs, ant fs e- 
ciprocallꝶ; ſupyly d with. other Cop veniencies fi n thience in retufn. And“ 
by che fate of Cpeation, one Man is Hk d in ſucht a Dependanee on ano 
ther, than we need a mutual Aſſiſtance, ahd are oblig'd: by Self fnteretk 
to contribute out Share to the common. Good: Aqd,the variety of En? 
Ploymenes in which, Men are enggg d make them capable of mürdgal Ser- 
vieoys;. that. aa my Neighbour can anfoer my Wants in one Cafe, T ant 
capable. of making him a. Return another way, whete he has nded of me. 


vided for them yemov'd ;, who muſt be extreamly reduc'd, were hot ſome Ji, 

ubcapetted;Source of Charity open., or ſome. unthought of means fot 1 

2 Lwely- hood diraded. rp, ar if ſome other ſeaſonable Iacident had not if 
occurr'd for their Relief ? V > Lo 1 
ſecuring the Fublick Welfare When the Removal of ſome eminent In- 4 
ſtruments would: be a great Prejudice, he skreens them by a ſpecial Pro- j 
tection in the midſt of Dangers, till tbey have finiſh'd their Work, and | | / 
ſerv ' d their Generation: Ang, when they are withdrawn, a Succeſſion is Gl 
rais'd, ſometimes where they are leaſt expected, botli of Perſons to ſit in 
Cooncil, and to turn, the Battle to the Gate; a Joſpan inſtead of Moſes; Wi 
that Iſrael may nor be left deſtitute; and he gives them a new Spirit pto- 1 
Fortionable to their new Work. When Verſons for a conſiderable time ] 


hang in a doubtful Suſpenſe about the Iſſue of Affairs, leſt hop deferrʒ 4 
ſhould male the fart ſith,. leſt they ſhouid'faint in their Prayers, ſome 

Allays are gi vento qualitie their Fears. ſome lower Succeſſes to encourages 

they! Patience, till he ſees meet to graut a complear Deliverance, 
5. When he our · runs our Prayers, hr eminently diſplays his prevent - 
ing Mercy. His uſbal and ſtated Method of performing any great things 
for a People is, to Excite in them firſt a remarkable Spirit of 4 
| , | — A 4 | 


„„ 
— — „ 7 
, * 
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l! and Supplication, When he build; up Zion, he (uſually) regards the 
| | Prayer of the deftitute, Pſal., I 02» 16, 17. And when he has thonghts | 
[ of Peace, toward a People, and not of Evil, to give them an unexpetFed 
jt Tuna, Jer. 25. 11. 14. before he executes theſe kind Purpoſes, they are 
l _ commonly awaken d to call upon him, and be hearkens to them. They | 
|  feek him, and find him when they ſearch for him with their whole Hears, 
mud ſo he turns away their Captivity. But he does not always oblige ' 
il himſelf by this Rule, ſometimes before they call, he anſwers, Iſa. 65. 24. 
grants them a Bleſſing, before they are ſenſible they need it. Tho' at 
| _ ſome Seaſons he is pleas d to make them wait a confiderable time for an 
iN Anſwer ; at others, he grants theirDefire before they haue done ſpeaking 
| in their Hearts, Gen, 24. 45. as he did to Abraham's Servant, He | 
j | performs more than they could, or durſt ask, 
| 


> 


1 ST 


accepts their hutable Ap- 
plication, and inſtead of giving them their Deſires in Anger, when'they ' 
Ask imprudently, takes meaſures from his own infinite Wiſdom that re- 
turn to make them, which is frequently far better than they could have | 
i choſen for themſelves; and ſhews thereby that he\know; what thing they 
ith have need of, before they atk him. Mat. 6. 8. They ask poſſibly with 
| a Doubtful Mind, a Staggering Faith, a Cold and Negligent Temper of 
z Soul, and therefore can ſcarce hope that they ſhall receive any thing of 
{| the Lord, but rck her that he ſhould anſwer them by terrible thing, in 
| Righteouſneſs. But in his abundant Mercy, he ſurprizes them with ſuch 
| , gracious Anſwers as they could not have the Confidence to And 
\'' _ wundeed, if God always dealt with us according to our Prayers, in our par- 
1 ticular Neceſſities or publick Circumſtances, we ſhould have very lame 
* Returns and imperfect Mercies. And when there are but a few ſerious 
. upright Sons of Jacob, in a Nation, that ſtand upon the Breach, and are 
1 fervent Interceſſors for their Land, how oſten is God entreated by them to 
| ſurprize a wliole People with the Bleſſi 


ngs of his Goodneſs, for the Sake of 
i | a few. humble Suppliants. bel WY RIO DEW, 
N ö UVuacer each of theſe Heads we have alla large Field for tracing the 


preventing Goodneſs of God. And I cannot think it neceſſary to ſay | 
much on the Second General Head I propos d. That is, — 
Secondly. Why ſuch Mercies claim our peculiar Remark. At firſt 
hearing every Man's Reaſon muſt bow to this Truth, I'll only ſuggeſt 
two Conſiderations. on | 6M N 392 
1. When we are prevented with Benefits, this is a Circumſtance that 
| purer them a Natural Advantage for making an Impreſſion. - We can 
| Karce avoid being ſtruck with ſurprizing Occurrences. Human Nature 
||  _feelsit ſelf ſenſibſy rouch'd upon ſuch Occaſions. The moſt wandering 
„* Eye is fix d in Attention, the moſt ſtapid and drouſy Mind is awa ken d to 
Obſervation; and when Nature is deeply affected with the Thing it ſelf, 
Vith what Senſe diſcovers in it, ought not Grace to be proportionably a- 
BP |. ww d to obſerye and adore the hand of God in all? Eſpecially conſidering 
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2. There are uſually thoſe ſpecial Characters of Divine PerfeRions, : 
on ſuch Providences that claim our peculiar Obſervation. The Power 
and Wiſdom, but principally the Goodneſs of God, ſhine fo brightiy in 


preventing Mercies, that he that runs may read them. When be vaſtly 
excecds our Hopes, runs counter to our Fears, when he recovery us from 


the Pits Mouth, after we had thought our Hope periſhed, when we find 
paſt Contradiction, that the Accompliſhment of our own Delires, wonid 
not have been ſo much to our Advantage as the Methods he has taken; 


when after we had been at a loſs, we find him perfectly able to prevent or 


relieve our Neceſſities; when we ſee the moſt threatening Contrivances 
eaſily blaſted, the moſt formidable Power broke on a ſuddeu: What eltar- 
er Proof can be given us, that Great is our Lord, and of great. Power; 
bit Underſtanding is infinite ? But while theſe. Perfections are brought 


down to our Eye; in many inſtances of theſe Benefits, the ſoft Face of 


- Goodneſs is 'unvail'din all; Goodneſs indeed beyond a Parallel, above ex- 


preſſion. Which way could the Bleſſed God demonſtrate his good Will to 
us more affectingly, than when he is ſo early in the Teſtimonies of big 
Kindneſs ? So large and liberal in his Gifts? He gives not only without, 

but againſt Deſert. © He grants not only what we deſire, but what is much 
better. He ſupplies our Wants, and exceeds our Wiſhes. He faves us 


in our Fears, and from them, and by them. He that ob ſer ves theſe 


Works, (ſurely) muſt nuder ſtand the Loving Kindneſs of the Lord, He 


| mt be very deſirous of our Good, that takes ſuch forward and conde - 


ſeending Steps to promote it. And when we ſee maxy of theſe Things, 
ſhall ve nee obſerve them ? Iſa. 42. 20. If we receive a Kindneſs from, 


nA Man which he is no ways oblig d to, which we could nor expect from 


him, if be ſeeks us out to give it us, it touches us in a molt ſenſible wan- 
ner, and unites us to him with peculiar Eadearments. God is frequent- 
ly treating us in this manner, preventing us with greater Bleſſings than all 
the World beſides can furniſh us with, and ſhall his amazing Acts be over- 
look d? I hope we are all otherwiſe diſpos d, reſol vd to obſerve theſe 
Wonders of Grace, to dwell in Contemplation of them, and give him 
the Glory that is due to his Name for them. And therefore now 


T Thirdly and Laſfly. I'Il defire you to go along with me in an admi- 


ring Review of ſome illuſtrious Inſtances of this kind; and endeavour to 


direct you in the Religious uſe you ſhould make of mem. And iadecd, 


there are none of our Mercies which may not be reduc'd under ſome of 
the Particulars mentioned: But preventing Goodneſs ſhines in many of 


them with a peculiar Brightneſs. We have large Materials for our 


Thoughts in Perſonal Mercies, im our External and our Spiritual Con- 


cernments too. Some of the greateſt Bleſſings of both Kinds bave this? 
Character. Our very Beings are the Product of Infinite Goodneſs, which. 
our maker could defign no Advantage to himſelt by; and'tis plain we ars 
altogether prevented with. The Care Divine Providence tales in form- 
ing our Conſtitution, in providing for our Support and Security in the 
helpleſs ſtare of Infancy, in the many wonderful Deliverances wo hae inn 
5 | | | che 


"Ty To. 5 F | 
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with through the Courſe of our Lives, are a juſt Subject ſur a Conſtant 
and Thankful Admiration. In the Concerns of our better part, v atõ 
eminently prevented in the gracious purpoſes of God; concerning us, the 
Provition of a Saviour in our Apottate State, the Publication of tho 
new Covenant to us, the Influences of the Holy Spirit for our, Recovery; 
the Communications of Divine Grace and Conſolations. Whereeyct ve 
turn Gur thoughts, we cannot want Examples of this Kine. 
But I believe you-are all now ſo fall of the publick Jay, thas #0 1. 
ſtances will touch you more than the preſent SubjzeR of the chearful Diſ- 
| courſes of all tiue Engliſhmen. The Tranſports with Which we bave | 
||. received the ſurprizing News of the late Viftory, and the os: 
| glad Tidings which have purſu d it ever ſince, ſufficiently ſhew, chat we. 
1 eſteem our Hopes, our Fears, our Wants ſignally prevented by them. We 
ll; ſtand amaz'd at the ſudden turn of Affairs, and torrent of Sticceſles that at- 
„tend us. Wertiink we have Reaſon to doubt whether Poſterity will give; | 
1 Credit to the Greatneſs, the 8 theſe Events, when we can ſcarce 
* believe them our ſelves. We ſeem as unable to bear the Weight o our: | - 
Joys 2s of our Sorrows. But the Aim I would propoſf to my ſolf is to tri 
ia with our preſent remper, to excite your Hearts and thine. t6 pay of 
i juſt Acknowledgments to the Lord of Hoſts, that ! tis he who a es 
ed uo with his Bleſings of Goodneſs, _ 
U We owe all Honour, Obedience and Graticade tothe beſt of en 
bv whoſe Admirable Management we feel a profound Peace at home and ars 


capable of making ſuch a Figure abroad, whom God delights to plecti in 

| the firſt Rank of Honour, in the fight af all Europe. Who can refuſe 

Alfection to the common Mother of het People, or forbear to celel tate 

Nl \ the Conduct, the Application, the T r of her Government, or. be 

4 0 cool in their Prayers for the Life, the Proſperity, the Glory of ſuch 2 

[||| HMinifter of God to us for Good ? 

! [1 We ove a large Share of Eſteem and Value to hey leſttions Ge: 

N. FAY that rather than wear his Lawtels in an Inglorious | Eaſe, 

ge {till hazards himſelf in the moſt immediate Dangers, and makes hin 

||| way to a laſting Grearneſs, only by indifatigable Services to his — — 

! ||| and Country. The other noble Commanders, and brate Soldiery, de- 

ſerve our Eſteem, our Commendation, our Prayers. But ſtill I am ta 

mind you, chat you owe moſt you owe all ta the Majeſty in the Heavens. 

6 0 Lou are to thadk him for ſuch a Queen, ſuch —— ſuch wack 

||| ceſſes, becauſe he has made them all whar they are. 

[3M Tu he that has us d our Nation to a Series of preventing Mercies; ve - 

(|. | have known ſome in our Day not interior to any upon Record Fo 

| 6 
Fe 


me if on ſuch an occafion I cannot forbear catting a Look back —— 
our late Bleſſed King. When all our preſent Enjoyments are link d in 4 
, continu'd Chain to that Glorious Revolution, ve muſt never (Pas. 
Lt. ſterity muſt not after us,) the amazing Steps of preventing Goodneſs rhat 
|| brought that Change about. But L een to your ſilent N. 

611 4 


— 


| 
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Septet his U znother Hand, and we 


very time crouding ſo thick upon us "Top abroad, that they ſeem to 
have taken an entire Poſſeſſion of our t houghrs, without 21 room lefs 


ine bros Minds, wil the Extafc is over; for the Lively Remem- | 


by of former Days. 


Spain, Of which we had lately woch Ctoudy Apprehenfions, and 
2 now ſuch blooming hopes, little elſe can be obſerv'd in the vaſt Pro- 
greſſes we have made, beſides a ſpecial Providence of God, owning A Righ- 
revits Cuoſe, and rewarding the Courage and Zeal of thoſe engag d in it. 
ral low; eſpecially after fruitleſs Attempts had been made 
We were teady to think that time running on ineffecthal 
made, and the Aids of France ſo pear, mult have fix d the 


Our bopes 
ſomerime ago. 


Throne of our Adverſary. But under all Diſadrantiiges, we were enabled 


to fix dur Fot in the remoteſt part of chat diſtant Kingdom. When we | 


were juſt entriag upon this laſt effort, and wma Rove to 1 in 
Concert witſ the Aflections of the People, the two Perſons of the grea - 


. reſt distinction, whoſe Influence upon them was thought moſt conſidera- 


ble, are remov d, and their Death ſeem d ro pronounce the ſame Sentence 
on our s. When we made our Attempt with a handful of Men in 
Compariſon, upon a place of the greateſt Strength, and could ſcarce flate © 


ter our ſelves with the Thoughts of Succeſs, a Bomb that was. ſhot at a 


| vencure is ſ@ directed as to open us a free Entrance. A Monarch that has 


ſeldom fail'd'in Policy, has been ſeen to uſe a ſtrange Conduct: in n 


locting 2 Place of ſuch' Conſequence; and then to rectiſy that Error, ra. 
ning into another as great, out of a proud Contempt of us, and our Al- 
lies on the other ſide, ſtaking his Troops down to a Siege, while we had 
a free Opportunity to pierce the Heart of the Country. And in the pur- 
ſuit of that Siege, about which Europe has ſtood at Gaze, God bas out- 
done our hopes by à very nice adjuſting of Events. That the ſeyeral 
Squadrons ſent hence, to ſuch a diſtance, and at that Seaſon of the year, 


ſhould meet with no Diſaſter, that mn Winds ſhould favour their happy 


X 3 and Arrive early enough to prevent the Blow; theſe: are 0 


Inftances to a ſerious mind of the Care of Heaven. But poſſibly 


— heightning Circumſtance that one wou'd think ſhou'd ſtrike the 
moſt inſenſipdle. When our vaſt diſtance gave our Enemies all the Ad- 


vantage and Hope that could be, and they mult be earlier than we with our 


utmoſt Application; Providence by an extraordinary Occuraence, put 
them on & Ballance-vich us, forcing them a Month back by a diſtreſſing 
Storm, which we find in the Iſſue ſo exactly Tim'd, that it was no lon- 


ger an Interruption than what was juſt neceſſary for our coming 
he 


up. 
y that can call theſe lucky hits, ſeem beyond the Power of Conv i. 


on, by the moſt illuſtrious Diſplays of Providence. 


While ve were vairing whet God te for us on that fide, vve are 


, ©, Gured 
J. 


prophane People will i eckon this among Common Things. But there is. 


dro: *>tvp 


We have berg fo often ſarprix/d with che Favoprs of Heaven, Gnce the 
forget all: gur Sorrows for the loſs - | 
of Thar great Lite. And the welcome Medfengers of Victory are at this 
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. Gluted with the. Sound of incredible Copqueſts neater home, As if Providence: took 
| careto make this e Us, che general Expe Kation was of li tile 
| farther than a Defenſive part there, unleſi our Brave weary of being coop'd 
| in ach a Coalinemear, mar Scene of Aion elf : Our 1 | 
verſaries were ud d to avoid us there, and we ate now 'oblig'd to the Superiority of 
their Nu nbers that embolden'd them to run upon their owa Ruin. xt 
t may ſeem wo rake a Riſe to0low on ſo glorious an occaſion, if I call you to thank - 
| fulge(s chat they have not had the Opportunity for ſich a Triumo over us ; if I ſhould 
| take up the Language. of the Prophet, and ſay, Hach he ſmitten you as he ſmote 
thoſe that (mace you? Or, are you ſlain ener i to the Slaughter of them that are 
| * Qainbyyou? (I. 27. 6.) But confidering the Hazards of War, che Confidence - 
of out Adverſaries, the Advantages they were poſſeſsd of, and ar the ſame time, he 
Diſmal Conſequence of their, ducceſſes, which we cannor admit che thought of with- 
out trembling ; tis not too mean an Entertainment on ſuch an occaſion, to rejoyce in 
this, That the God of Butle turn'd the Scale on out fide, when he could cally have 
given ic the other way by a ſinall unforeſeen Circumſtance, FORT Ne. en 
Tua very obvious Mertifieation of the French Confidence, that they thould princĩ - 
pally ſuffer Second time, as well as in the ſhameful Rout of Hochſtet, in.rhoſe | 
Troops which they eſteem d their Strength, and Glory. But the Life of our Uluftrioug 
General, we all receive with a double Joy; that the Buller wanted 2 Commiſſion to 
to ich him, when He was ſuigled out as che Mark of 4 Reſolure Band, ſo near their 
Hands, and under the Diſadvamage of being diſnounted; and that in another Dau- 
ger GOD cover'd his Head in the day of Battle. when the Ball was ſuffer d to c > 
o f bis neareſt Attendants, How willingly would they have exchang'd ſome rhouſands 
olf their Men for his more valuable Life, wh) (under his grzar Miſtreſs) is (o'neceſſary 
122 of the Conf:4erac7. Bleſſed be the Moſt-high, who was his Shield and 
ackler. | Nr > ap 
And thy! wa were rat d to mighty Hopes upon this Exrthly Defeat, the 22 | 
ces have vaſtly outrun them: We 44 28 3 ſurprĩs d with them 2s with the firſt Ti- 
dings, We reckon d indeed upon another Face of Affairs, and ſome conſiderable Pro- 
| pref by che end of the Year. But what we could Carce have flatter'd our (elves with, 
from a whale Sum ner's Improvement, is effe e in the compaſs of a few Days, and 
wich all the Cire i n tances of A vantage chat we cm deſire. The Blood and Slau 
. of our own Troops commonly abates the relic of our glotious Succeſſe:: but inthe Fighe 
it ſelf, we loſt few:r than ch i be expe S d, and none in the large extent of Country 
we have gain'd fince. To Perſons of Humanity, and eſpecially to Chriſtians, it ſullies 
rhe Liſtre of the brighte ł vicꝭ ies, when we are ſorc d to make our way to them thro? 
the cilanities and ruin of our Fe lo /- Creatures. But th2 great Events we are now ce- 
lebra ing are the Deliver ince of an injured People from the Stavery of France. Our 
C is very different from the Iſraelites, when GOD gave them the Land of Canaan, 
lo 2.9} (to poſſel ir for their own inheritance) their rerroar fell upon che People, 
aud all tie lahabitan's of che Land fainted be:auſe of them. We rejoice that thoſe who 
| were the S ipport of Tyranny, are ſtruck with a Pannick-fear, (Eze, 33. 30.} and with 
their Tecror are ahamꝰ l of their Might: but while we are humbling che common Ene - 
| my, we hav the bleaſure of reftoring Liberty to an oppreſi d People, and mixing our 
|! Joys with theirs. 9 1 PR”, 37 
all chis Train of Goodueſſ is the more wele me, becauſe the Year wore another face 
' at the Beginning. We were ſuroriz'd with the Brigkne(s and Progrels of rhe Enemy in 
Home other Seat of tie War, They had laid mighty Projets, and the Execution was 
1} bezun; their Spirits were rais'd to an infolent boaſtiug, But their Hopes and ou Fears 
4 | | are amazingly prevented. a | 
| 
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e cannot bur be an En learing Circumſtance to us of the Reform'd Religion, that 
there is 2 peculiar Honour put upo i che Proteſtant Arms, as the Saviour of Europe. 
The Nliverznce of Ger nany ant Spain and alan lers. are principully owing, under 
GOD, to che Zeal aud vige t of en of dur Religion. And wh3 knows what 
vantage G0 0 deſigu by ad this ro the Reform id Intereſt in France and other Parti, 
vnn the Miſerable in every Place ſo ſenãbly need ou Aſſi tance? 2 
* \ 8 
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© What ReaGn then. have 8 People ſo hibhly favour'd of the Lord to conſder what Im 
provement they ſhould e e bg „ * 
. Let our Joy break ont in the moſt unfeigned Love and 'exalted Praiſes to our 


| 1. 
60 b. Weart iu ſuch cireumſtaces as the Church, when the Lord tum d again her cap- - 


tivity, [Pſal. 726. 1, a, 3.) Like nem that dream. Our Mouth is fild with Laugheer, 
and our. Topgve with Singing. 7 2 the Heathen (our Ad verſaries thewitlves 
enn hardly forbear ſaying, The Lord has done great Things for them. They ſte ĩt wit 
Reluctancy and Confuſien : But with what Reliſh may we Eccho back eur A 
ments? The Lord bath done great Thing 


wor let us ſatisfy our ſelves with a lazy Admiration, or a frothy Joy, much Jeſs indulge 
unlewful Sallies of Exceſs and Riot on fuch an Occaſion; but make all ranſports Re- 
lgious by Conſecratint them to GOD, and at the Review of every Circum- 
- Kance, recording it io His Houcur,This the Hand of GOD baswrought. Let the moſt 
- lively Ac of Adoration and Affection be excited to him that crowns us with Loving 


Kindneſs and Tender Mercies. Common Affections are diſproportionate to ſo great a 


Subject. When our Natural 
too; our Hearts ſwelling with 


Eta to an Extaſy, fo ſboyld our Spiricual be 
Freedom and Enlargement. 


½ prevent his Face with Thankſgivings; ſo tis expreſs d in the Margin 
of P/al. 95+ 2. The Inſtances ot his preventing Goodneſs peculiarly call 


us to this; that tho' we can never come into His Preſence without new 


| Mercies to thank Him for, yet we ſhould attempt, after our pcor Capa- 
. city, to diſcharge our old Debt, before he purs us on a new Score, at leaſt, 
to prevent Him (if poſſible, in ſuch Amazing Diſplays of his Favour; tho 
not with any Thing that ſhould profit Him, Jet with what may pleaſe 
Finn. We muſt eternally re main indebted, but it becomes a grateful Mind 
to do all he can for diſcharging his Obligation. We are not capable of 


making him a Requital; He deſires it not, he needs it not: But a thank- 


His Mercies come ſo thick upon us, that we have need to begin our Praiſes 


2 


ful Heart is 2 te ork op Offering to him than thouſands of Rams. 


ſoon. If we ſhould dwell on this Subject every day, it would not ſuper- 


ſede the General Thankſgiving appointed by Authority: We have already {4 


Materials enough to fix our Thoughts in this Exerciſe for a long Sueceſſion 
of Time. Our Acknowledgments muſt not eg? be over in a day, our 
Minds cannot dilate upon all the Particulars with.a fuirable Affection in ſo 
narrow a Compaſs; But the ſerious Contemplation of them before-hand, 
vill prepare us to come with Hearts united to that Day of Solemn 

Memorial. ; | oo 


Come then, let vs rejoyee in the Lord, and glory in the Holy One of I 
| rael. He has not dealt with w after aur Sins, nor rewarded ur according | 


to our Jaiquities, As the Heavens are higher than the Earth, ſo are hu 
Ways and Thoughts higher than ours; higher than our moſt exalted 


Hopes, the Reverſe of our preſſing Fears, too big for our Apprehenſions f 


or Credit at the firſt Hearing, they are fo unlike the uſual Occurrences in 


the Word. What has been ſo long the Defign of our Arms, and the Sub- 

ject of our Prayers, the Mortifieation of the Pride and Power of France, 
ue have ſeen farther Advances made to on a ſndden than we could have 

a hop'd for at the End of the War. While we are entertaining our ſelyes, ot 1 
"We 1 | 5 ' our 


Things for ut, whereot we are glad. Let our : 
© Thoughts-dweli-on the Rindneſt, the Seaſonableneſhs, the Surprize of theſt Providences ,, 


eiſcy,tillthey break out at our Lips with the greateſt 
We cannot be too early in bur Returns. The Pſalmif exhorts us, Fer 


—_— 
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Ih n n | 
let ps nat give Diyine Glory 


| * -20 another, or overloak che ſealible Manifeſtations of Divine Perfeftion in 


- ſuch Works of his Hand. Nothing in the Courſe of Providenec can ge- 


| - preſent the Fudge of all the Earth with à better Character, than vhen He 
| \ remarkably curbs the Inſolence of mighty Opprefſors, and lays their No- 


| uns in the Duſt; when Ele proſpep a Rightcouls Cauſe, and Gyes ao tr 


7 
1 
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! 
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| NRighteouſueſi and 


i 1 2 the World of uninterrupted Joys. 


- -yar'd'People. - While he ſuffers thoſe Plagues of the World to go on Tri- 
dee in Dearth and Mischief; Clouds and Darkneſc ave nound abaut 


um, there is ſome eclipſe on the viſibls Luſtre ofthis PerfeQions; tho 
emer ar (cert) the ee of ti Throw, 
Rut when GOD ariſes aut of bis Plare, and ſets chem trembling in their 
turn, who had wd the Re to tremb le his Julbce and Kauity, are then paſt = 
* Pifpore ; When He ruiſet ebe Poor on high mere mim d and brought 
Tow t hre Oppreſſon, AfiiFion and Sorrow ! How ould With proſe the 
Tord for hu Goodneſs, and for his wontderful Works to the Chillen of Men? 
And the Accompliſhing of theſe things is accompany d with fuch Teſtimo- 
nies of Divine Wiſdom and Power, baffling the Policy and Force of the Men 
of Violence that claim our affecting Obſervation, © ' 
This is the Way whereby we ſhould expreſs a holy Joy, by Celebrating 
theſe Notices of GOD, which are given us by his Works; and by ſuch a 
Frame and Courſe afterwards, as become the People of his Care, and the 


Sbeep of his Paſture. 


. 


And if on the Surpriſe of ſuch Mereies we feel any warm Affections kin- 
| dled in our ae em be not a dying Flame, but maintain'd alive by 


frequent Meditarton. GQ D performs his great Works nor only to be ob- 
| ſerv'd tranfiently, but fa be remembred, Pſ. 111, 4. While we are cultivat- 
ing this Temper we ſhall find a preſent Reward in our Souls from the Se- 
rene and Placid Tarn of our Thoughts, and GO D will not fail to give us 
new Materials for our Praiſe, to maintain onr Mind enlarg d till we arrive 


2. Let the Wonders of preventing Mercy ſoſten our Hearts into a peni - 
tent Aba ſement for our Provocations. To conſider how GOD has prevented 
our Worthineſs in theſe publick Bleſſings, may be thought to lead to ſome 
melancholy Thoyghts,which we are loth to intermix with ſuch a Subject of 
Joy. Bur as long as the Charge is juſt, it mult be a Fault in us to forget orr 


Sins, while we remember the Sovereign Grace of GOD to us. There is no 


Argument ſo moving to excite Ingenious Minds to Repentance, as the ſur- 
privng Mercies that are ſhewn to an unworty People; and tis the direct 
Expectat ion of GOD from us on ſuch occaſions, as the Prophet Ezekiel fre- 

for your ſakes do I 


o 


quently intimates to the Iſ-aelites, (Exel. 36, 32) Not 


Thall know (Ch. 20. 42,43.) that I 


for your own ways, O houſe of Iſrael. Te 


. hu, ſaith the Lord God, be it known Was : Be aſbam d and confounded + 


am the Lord, when I fhal bring you into the land of Iſrael.—— And then 
all ye remember your ways, and all your doings, wherein ye have been de». 
il a, and you ſhall loat hj your ſelves in your own fight, for all your evils that 
ye have committed. Every new Kindneſs inhauces the Ingratitude of Sia, 
: j | | EL al. e | gives : 
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Bar full e basvaſtly exceeded our beſt Omenr. We had ſo many 


* 


and folly of our Tranſgreffions, 


2 


. 


of hus;Right- band. If we lay theſe things to heart, har Carefwl 


| Righr-b | meſs” 
Eat Fear +. W hat vehement Defire : What Zenl? eat Revenge? We 


fall be aſheo's of our pat Offences, aſham'd to provoke him again, 


And when ue look back upon our pnblick Character, certainly every 
Man's opp Reflection will eaſily ſuggeſt many uncomfortable Preſages from 
National H orruption. Indeed I cannot think that we were never in a worſe 
Preparation for Divine Favours. The bold Licentiouſneſs of former Courts 
d ocmarkably diſcountenagc'd by the Royal Precepts and Example: Noble 
and Generous Attempts have been made for Reformation of Manners: A 


Spirit of oncond and Charity is conliderably reviv'd, and from the Tem- 


| _per of the Throne and the Senate, deſcended to the Body of the People. 


We call'd vpon GOD (I rruſt with ſome Scriouſneſs and Life) on the - 
publick Faſt, and many of all Denominations affeRionately joyn in their 
folly Prayers for the Governmeat, We may hope that GOD has regarded 
e, 10-what he has done for us: And that it was a particular Circum- 
Nance of Advantage in the Battle, that while our Foſbna and his Troops 
TJought agaiuſt Amealek,ſo many fervent Supplicants in the numerous Con- 
gregregations aſſembled on that Day, were holding np. their Hands for 
them to GOD ia the Heavens. 3 | 17 
FL y grounds 
of Fear as at leaſt ballanc'd the Encouragements of our Hope, Til not di- 


late upam em, bar leave that to your own Minds, beſeeching you by the 


Nerctes of GOD, to humble your ſelves before Him on a ſerious Engquit 


into your Ways, and to reſolve in the Strength of His Grace je, car 


you have done Iniguity, you will do fo no more. If His gentle Methods are 


not effectual ro ſoften our Hearts, we hall have xgafon to fear rougher | 
| _ -. 3+ Let theſe preventing Mercies qualify our Reſentments of any Re- 
maining Vaocafineſs. No State in this World is perfect. or in all reſpegs 


hat we could wiſh it. Aduerſity and Proſperity are ſet the ane over a- 
geindt the ather: And ſometimes they are ſo near a ballance, that we are at 
a lols to determine which prevails. But when the Caſe is fo, this Thought, 
tha GOD prevents our Deſerts in all the Benefits we enjoy and all the 

allays of our Sorrous, ought to check every Murmur, But how ill uſt any - 


thing of chat Nature become us, when our ſmall diffculties bear no pro- 
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2 1 4 EP e „ 3 Es 4 | 


tinos 


\ . 
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